June 30, 2004

Hello,
My name is Jim Madderra and I work for walmart.com in Brisbane, CA.  I’m currently evaluating SCC software to be used with Powerbuilder (8 or 9).  I am a complete novice with regards to version control both from a user and administrator perspective.  My first choice to try has been pushOK’s product because our other inhouse Java developers use CVS on Solaris.  I have a few questions about your product and possibly Powerbuilder’s implementation of the MS SCC interface:

What is the relationship between Project, Module, and Branch in the Powerbuilder SCC configurator and how does PushOK implement these?  My experience is that if I type pb9test in Project, it carries to the module field when I click on the elipses next to Project.  However when I close the window for Project setup and then re-enter that same window the Module has been modified to pb9test/Dev/PBL.  I have NO IDEA why it is being modified.  My local path is set to (pb9apps/content/PBL).  When I exit this screen again without changing anything the Project is reset to match the Module.

If I go ahead and accept the newly modified MODULE and CREATE it, then the path /home/cvs/pb9test/Dev/PBL is created on the CVS server.  My PBL’s are each in a separate directory, so let’s say I have 2 PBL’s, one called BASE and one called CONCRETE, each in a directory of the same name without the .pbl suffix.  (so the full local path to one pbl is c:\pb9apps\content\PBL\concrete\concrete.pbl).  Now when I checkout all object in the CONCRETE pbl, I get a CVS error because the “concrete” directory under “/home/cvs/pb9test/Dev/PBL” doesn’t exist.  Do I have to manually create these?
When I click the BRANCH button and name and create a branch from the PB IDE, nothing seems to happen on the CVS side.  When I check out objects with that selection, objects still appear to be in the HEAD branch.

I would like to be able to use the CVS TAG feature to ‘lasso’ small groups of objects by tag (let’s say they’re related to a specific bug case #).  Is this feature implemented at all?

Summary:

Why can’t I specify pb9test as my head MODULE?

Why don’t the proper directories get created under head based on the dir structure under local root?

Does PB and/or PushOK support Branching and/or Tags?

What are the items above that are missing from Powerbuilder?  

PushOK?  

What am I misunderstanding?

Is there a good consolidation of vendor/feature comparisons ‘out there’ that you know of?  

Do you have any Powerbuilder specific documentation available relating to setup and/or process (implementation procedure examples)?

I know I’m asking a lot for what little you charge, but any assistance or pointer to get me in the right direction would be most appreciate!

Thanks – Jim Madderra

jmadderra@walmart.com
jmadderra@astound.net
